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This paper attempts to fill a small part of one of the many large gaps 
which currently exist in the pubhshed history of Brisbane. Books and 
articles published over the past twenty-five years have added to our 
knowledge and understanding of the exploration of the Brisbane 
region, its beginnings in convictism, its built environment, its adminis-
trative history and the broad lines of development of the city and its 
suburbs. This paper looks at a rather different aspect; it looks at 
people as well as events and at land rather than buildings. It 
concentrates on two very important decades, the 1840's and 1850's, 
which are so far either largely absent from the published record or 
mentioned briefly between the fascinations of convictism and the' 
excitement of newly independent colonial and city government. 
These two decades were, however, very important formative years in 
the city's history during which the main outlines of the future 
development of the Brisbane area became discernible; the battle for 
urban dominance between Brisbane and Ipswich was played out and a 
major political division which has been a persistent motif in Queens-
land politics arose between an essentially conservative rural interest 
and a more liberal urban interest. The quest for land and the 
development of the land have been equally persistent motifs. This 
paper looks at some of the land bought and sold at this time, at two of 
the people who invested in it, and at the relationship between their 
land holdings and their business and political activities. 
It is no idle coincidence that these two men, Thomas Lodge Murray 
Prior and Robert Cribb, were also significant participants in major 
political debates of that era and were substantially involved in wider 
community concerns. The geographic situation of the land they 
bought needs to be considered in the context of their business 
activities and their political ahgnment. It is not, of course, possible to 
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draw the conclusion that either Murray Prior or Cribb were rep-
resentative settier "types" of the Brisbane of their era. It is, however, 
reasonable to say that Prior, the squatter, was identified wih the 
conservative mral interest and Cribb, the businessman and farmer, 
was identified with the urban-liberal interest. Despite enormous 
differences in outlook and background Cribb and Murray Prior had 
points in common - both acquired part of their land holdings through 
govemment financial assistance, and both acquired land in the same 
places. To illuminate the significance of these two men and their 
activities, it is necessary to examine briefly their backgrounds and the 
early development of the region in which they settied. 
Brisbane in the 1840's 
The end of Brisbane Town's role as a penal settlement was 
foreshadowed during the 1830's. WhUe the importance of the 
contribution of convictism to later free settlement in the region is 
debatable, it is reasonable to say that some of the main lines of 
community development in the era of first free settlement were laid 
down during the convict era. Brisbane was established as administrative 
headquarters and port for the region; the settlement which became 
Ipswich had grown in importance during the I830's as a source of 
limestone for building and as the centre of the convict pastoral 
industry; South Brisbane, as the terminus of the first road route from 
Ipswich was poised to grow as a shipping and trading centre. After 
1840, the Darling Downs was rapidly being claimed by squatters and 
their sheep as part of the pastoral explosion in central New South 
Wales during the 1830's. Thus by the time Moreton Bay was declared 
open for free settlement in 1842 there were three possible urban 
centres in which population could aggregate and the beginnings of a 
pastoral industry which, if it prospered could provide an economic 
basis for urban expansion. The existence of more than one possible 
urban centre when land sales began had a divisive effect which slowed 
the emergence of a single dominant urban centre at a time when the 
exigencies of economic depression in New South Wales reduced not 
only speculative investment in land but also the capital available for 
more permanent forms of economic activity. 
The first sales of Brisbane land were held in a sale room in Sydney: 
on 14 July 1842. From that date land in Brisbane town and the 
surrounding region was sold or leased with varying degrees of success 
and profit to the New South Wales government until the new 
Queensland govemment took over in 1860. This early alienation of 
land can be looked at as the first big real estate subdivision of the 
Brisbane region. The primary intention of the govemment as "developer" 
of this huge area of vacant land was similar to that of the modem 
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private entrepreneur - it wanted steady income and profit to compensate 
for its development costs - in this case the preliminary survey. In order 
to fulfil this intention, land prices were not arbitrarily set. Land was 
initially sold only at auction. Land values were to some extent 
controlled. Each lot at auction was assigned a price which had to be 
"upset" if a bidder was to be successful. A considerable proportion of 
the profits from land sales was supposed to be directed towards 
funding immigration to New South Wales - an issue of great concern 
to residents in the Moreton Bay region during the 1840's and 1850's. 
The govenmient's secondary concem was more in tune with its usual 
role as administrator. It intended to plan for the orderly dispersal of 
people in the area and to allow for different types of private 
development activity from commercial to mral. Thus land was 
categorised. Land in designated towns was offered as "town lots"; 
land within five miles of towns was offered as "suburban lots"; larger 
blocks outside this radius were offered as "country lots".' Intending 
buyers were not completely dependent on land which the govemment 
had decided to offer for sale. It was possible to request that particular 
1 land chosen or "selected'^ by an intending buyer be surveyed and then 
' put up at auction.2 The term selection was used in another context. 
Country lots which were not sold when put up at auction could be 
selected, i.e. bought, at a later date at the basic upset price.3 
Table 1 shows the amount and geographic distribution of land in the 
three main categories which was sold during the first years of land 
sales in the Brisbane region. 
Table 1; Land sale results 1842-1849. 
Town lots 
Situation Area offered Area sold % of offering 
of land Ac. Rd. Pers. Ac. Rd. Pers. sold 
North Bris. 44 3 13 26 0 13 58.17% 
South Bris. 23 3 21 13 2 33 57.39% 
Ipswich 28 3 13 24 0 21 83.69%* 
* The comparatively greater success of the Ipswich land sales can 
perhaps be explained by the fact that the upset price for land in 
Brisbane and South Brisbane was £100 per acre and in Ipswich only 
£8. However, many lots at the Ipswich sales reached prices which 
were higher than prices realispd-in Brisbane despite the higher upset 
price. It may be that the possibility that Ipswich could over-ride 
Brisbane in importance played a part in the achievement of high prices 
and a high percentage of land sold in Ipswich. 
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Situation 
of land 
( Suburban lots 
Area offered 
Ac. ] 
East suburbs oflI93 
North Bris. 
North Bris. near 26 
Windmill 
Breakfast Ck. 
Pa. Toombul 
New Farm 
South Bris. 
100 
44 
174 
179 
West, suburbs of 208 
South Bris. 
Kangaroo Pt. 
Bulimba 
Woogaroo 
Ipswich 
Situation 
of land 
Eagle Farm 
Pa. Bulimba 
Pa. Enoggera 
(Kedron Brook) 
Pa. Moggill 
52 
1355 
4994 
1349 
Rds 
I 
I 
3 
2 
1 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Area sold 
. Pers Ac. 
II 
20 
27 
8 
24 
0 
6 
38 
0 
0 
24 
204 
22 
79 
34 
119 
72 
141 
49 
187 
2497 
292 
Rds, 
2 
2 
I 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
0 
0 
I 
Country lots 
Area offered 
Ac. Rd. 
2367 
659 
295 
499 
Pa. IndooroopUly 85 
(MoggiU Ck.) 
Pa. Ispwich 
Pa. Purga 
(near Ipswich) 
Pa. Goodna 
187 
187 
278 
1 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
% of offering 
. Pers sold 
2 
2 
24 
8 
35 
21 
33 
20 
0 
0 
5 
Area sold 
Pers Ac. 
27 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
430 
0 
0 
282 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Rds. 
I 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
17.13% 
85.35% 
78.67% 
77.55% 
68.5% 
40.4% 
67.96% 
94.99% 
13.8% 
50% 
21.66% 
% of offering 
Pers sold 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
18.17% 
0% 
0% 
56.51% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
Thus, by the time Cribb and Murray Prior began to buy land, 
considerable investment in what is now the Brisbane metropolitan 
area had taken place. There is evidence that some of this early land 
buying was speculative, and that a good deal of the land alienated in 
the 1840's was not used. J.J. Knight, in his racy description of the first 
sale of Moreton Bay land went so far as to say that the area was 
"favoured in the eyes of speculators".5 Local newspaper advertis-
ments for the re-sale of land increased during the 1840's.6 One 
advertisement for the re-sale of land at Kangaroo Point was addressed 
to the "speculative community of Moreton Bay."7 The first Premier, 
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R.G.W. Herbert, in a letter home some twenty years later observed 
that. 
Land in Queen Street Brisbane, which was sold a few years 
ago at £100 per acre has fetched from £8000 to £10,000 so 
£100 has become a comfortable fortune to the first investor.s 
The Australian newspaper saw the matter of speculation without 
development, particularly in towns, as a serious problem and posed a 
solution, 
the govemment should insist that a building be put on each 
town allotment of given value within a given period or land 
will revert to the Crown.9 
The issue of speculation raises the question of whether or not 
speculation in an area of new settlement is desirable and whether or 
not land which is privatley owned, but not used, can be described as 
'^ 'settled land. The term settlement usually implies some form of 
concomitant land usage. As the purchase of land always involved 
definite financial commitment, loit is also possible to include land 
which may have been acquired for later use or for the purpose of future 
economic gain as part of the settlement process. 
T.L. Murray Prior 
Murray Prior came to Moreton Bay in the very early days of free 
settlement. Prior, the son of an Army officer, served in the British 
Navy (1837-38) and was twenty years old on his arrival in Australia 
in 1839. Almost immediately he became involved in the pastoral 
industry in the district around Maitland, north of Sydney. In June 
1843 he met the explorer, Ludwig Leichhardt and came with 
Leichhardt to Moreton Bay.i' It is significant in the context of the 
competing pressures which Brisbane had to withstand in order to 
emerge as the dominant centre in the Moreton Bay region that Murray 
Prior's first land holding in the region was the lease of Bromelton 
Station on the Logan River. 12 The Logan area was first described as 
superior to the Brisbane in the fertility of its soils and the navigability 
of its river by Patrick Logan after his exploratory journey in 1827i3 
The reputation of the Logan region was further enhanced, albeit only 
to the small but highly influential government circle in Sydney, by the 
surveyor Dixon. '4 In view of this it is hardly surprising that the Logan 
region should attract considerable interest in the early stages of land 
alienation. 
Robert Cribb 
Cribb, the son of a mariner and ship-owner, first went into business 
in London as a confectioner. Unlike Prior, Cribb became actively 
involved in politics while still in England. Cribb's political involve-
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ments were consistentiy, both in England and Brisbane, largely 
influenced by contemporary radical values. He was, for example, 
associated with Cobden and Bright and the anti-Corn Law League. 
While in England he became influenced by J.D. Lang's ideas for a 
form of systematic colonisation. Lang, whose ideas on education, 
immigration and settlement form a consistent motif of anti-govemment 
agitation in early New South Wales, visited Moreton Bay in 1845. In 
his book Cooksland, and in his persistent correspondence with the 
Colonial Office, Lang proposed a form of yeoman farmer settlement 
for the Brisbane region. i5 Lang attempted to promote the Brisbane 
region as a major cotton field and tropical agricultural plantation. In 
Lang's scheme, the alienation of land was to be carefully related to 
select and controlled immigration. Always vitriotically opposed to 
any predominance of large scale Roman Catholic immigration from 
Ireland to the Australian colonies, Lang proposed as suitable 
immigrants Scottish Protestant farmers and hard working English 
artisans. 16 In this bias, Lang was supported by some of Moreton Bay's 
most prominent settlers. In a May 1846 petition to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, Dowse, D'Orsay and Hodgson asked that now 
the depression was lifting and immigration to New South Wales was 
once more being encouraged, mainly Protestants be allowed to 
come. 17 After losing patience with the Colonial Office's prevarication 
in sanctioning his immigration and land order schemes, Lang went 
ahead and enticed three ship-loads of immigrants to embark for 
Moreton Bay. Robert Cribb, his wife and some of his children arrived 
in Brisbane in the Fortitude on 20 January 1849. Lang said of these 
early immigrants that they were "selected on much the same 
principles as that on which Cromwell selected his first troops: they 
were all, or nearly all. Christian people, members of evangelical 
churches, and exemplary in their characters". '8 The Lang unmigrants 
expected that the money they had paid for their passages would be 
translated into land grants on their arrival in Brisbane. 
Despite official confusion in the matter of the Fortitude immigrants' 
entitlement to land, the Surveyor-General obviously intended to 
mollify the stranded new-comers. 
I may add my desire that the wishes of these Individuals to 
purchase and locate themselves should receive the most 
liberal consideration, that the arrangements for meeting their 
views should be prompt and that no difficulties of a technical 
nature should be raised in reporting on the matter. i9 
Cribb lost no time in acquiring his first land - at the sale held on 1 
August 1849, he bought thirty-six perches of town land in North 
Brisbane for £26.2.0.2° The success of this sale, and the sales which 
followed in the early 1850's, indicated not only a measure of 
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prosperity in the new society in Moreton Bay, but also confidence that 
urban settlement in Moreton Bay would be permanent. An element of 
speculation was noticable. Henry Stobart wrote that there was "great 
competition" and that the buyers were chiefly working men "who 
were there in their shirt sleeves and aprons - they have plenty of ready 
money and buy in order to sell again".2" The surveyor Burnett 
informed the Surveyor-General that he thought aU the surveyed land 
should be brought forward for sale as there was 
"great demand in this district... there seems httle doubt that 
all lots which are ehgible will realise high prices".^^ 
Rivalry for the Port 
The 1850's, despite considerable progress in many areas, were not 
years of uniform good progress for the town of Brisbane. The gold 
fields of New South Wales and Victoria attracted some of the hard 
won population and labour force, and, more importantly, the squatter-
Ipswich lobby promoted with renewed vigour the scheme to replace 
the port of Brisbane with the port of Cleveland which, they hoped, 
would be cormected to Ipswich by a direct road route. The difficulties 
of navigation in Moreton Bay, the shallow bar into the Brisbane River, 
and the long haul up the river to the town form threads of continuous 
complaint against Brisbane's suitability to be the chief port for the 
Moreton region. As pastoralism, by far the most important industry in 
the region, required a suitable outlet for its produce, it is not surprising 
that agitation for more suitable port facilities arising from the mral 
interest exerted considerable pressure on the administration. In 
March 1847 the Colonial Secretary solicited the opinion of John 
Clements Wickham, the Police Magistrate, regarding "the eligibility 
of Cleveland Port, as a Township, or any locality in the Bay, which 
you consider more convenient for shipping".23 
James Warner was assigned the task of surveying and laying out the 
town of Cleveland. In early 1851 Bumett reported that applications to 
purchase land in Cleveland were mounting. 24 Though Bumett does 
not specify from whom these applications were coming, the Reverend 
Henry Stobart observed that the squatters were promoting Cleveland 
to draw trade from Brisbane.25 The political tussle between the 
conservative mral lobby and the more liberal urban lobby for control 
in the Moreton region intensified in the early 1850's. In view of this it 
is perhaps surprising that Robert Cribb, the townsman, bought a block 
of town land at Cleveland at the first sale of Cleveland land on 13 
August 1851. This was, however, Cribb's only purchase of land at 
Cleveland in the period up to 1855. Murray Prior, on the other hand, 
acquired a very large holding of Cleveland land in this period. Prior 
retained a preference for suburban lots or country lots rather than 
smaller town lots. Table 2 shows the amount and geographic 
distribution of the land he acquired at sales in the early 1850's. 
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Table 2: Land purchased by T.L. Murray Prior 1850-185526 
Suburban lots. 
Situation Date of Area Price paid 
of land sale Ac. Rd. Pers. 
Cleveland 22 July 1852 12 £36 
Cleveland 21 July 183 69 2 13 £1^3.08.2 
Cleveland 17 Feb. 1854 56 0 24 £351.16.6 
YeerongpUly 17 Feb. 1854 61 £73.04.0 
MoggiU 17 Feb. 1854 12 3 23 £32.04.9 
Country lots 
MoggiU 17 Feb. 1854 93 £ 93 
Toombul 17 Feb. 1854 120 £256.16.0 
Selections 
Toocoobah originally offered328 0 29 £328.07.8 
(Moggill) 17 Feb. 1852 
Murray Prior's land holdings included pastoral land. In 1854 he 
bought Hawkwood station in the Bumett district.27 In the same year 
the Surveyor-General informed his staff in Moreton Bay that Mr. 
Prior of the Logan had applied for 640 ac. on the west bank of the 
Albert River.28 Prior's efforts to select land were not always successfiil. 
Referring to his apphcation for land near Brisbane, the surveyor, 
Galloway, wrote 
It is contrary to the usual practice of this Department to mark 
out so large a portion as 200 .acres of the quality and in the 
locality of the land applied for.29 
The land at Toocoobah (which became known as Prior's Pocket) 
which is probably the most well-known of Prior's purchases near 
Brisbane was originally applied for by the pioneer pastoralist, H.S. 
Russell. 30 It is not known whether or not the proximity of this land to 
the preferred squatter's capital, Ipswich, influenced its selection by 
first Russell and then Prior. There is evidence that Prior used this land 
as part of his pastoral enterprises. Prior appears to have maintained a 
residence across the river at Woogaroo while he improved his 
imported herd of short-homed Durham cattle which he confined at 
Prior's Pocket by the simple expedient of fencing across the narrow 
neck of the peninsula.3i Murray Prior's daughter, Rosa Campbell 
Praed, recorded that her father was not successfiil in aU his endeavours -
he failed in his attempt to make a fortune growing sugar and cotton. 32 
Cribb, meanwhile, was building up a large land holding and 
becoming involved in some of the enterprises for which he is best 
remembered. As Table 3 shows, the land Cribb bought was more 
geographically scattered than Murray Prior's: 
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Table 3: Land purchased by Robert Cribb 1850-1855.33 
Town lots. 
Situation 
of land 
North Bris. 
North Bris. 
North Bris. 
North Bris. 
Cleveland 
South Bris. 
South Bris. 
Kangaroo Pt. 
North East 
subs. North 
Bris. 
Pa. Enoggera 
Pa. Enoggera 
Sandgate 
Moggill 
Date of 
sale 
1 Aug 1849 
I Oct 1851 
21 July 1853 
28 Feb 1854 
13 Aug 1851 
Ac. 
Are 
Rds 
Suburban lots. 
15 Jan 1851 
29 June 1854 
21 Oct 1852 
15 Feb 1852 
18 Feb 1852 
30 Mar 1853 
14 Aug 1851 
2 Aug 1854 
12 May 1854 
21 July 1853 
Pa. Indooroopilly 18 Feb 1852 
(on Toowong 
Ck.) 
7 
4 
5 
195 
3 
4 
5 
17 
17 
38 
19 
Leases 
0 
3 
0 
1 
0 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
a 
. Pers 
36 
58 
36 
36 
32 
14 
6 
8 
15 
32 
0 
23 
30 
0 
Price paid 
"£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
25.02.0 
36.05.0 
86 
84 
6.16.0 
17.14.5 
55.01.2 
19.04.5 
13.07.3 
9.12.0 
20.10.0 
63.18.9 
41 
£170.07.11 
£253.01.11 
£ 39 
MoggiU 28 July 1852 1280 £ 10(annualfee) 
Like Prior, Cribb applied for lease-hold land near Brisbane.34 It is 
also interesting to note that Cribb, like Prior, acquired a large acreage 
at Moggill during the years when the pastoralists were promoting 
Ipswich as more suitable than Brisbane to be the capital of a self-
goveming colony. The government, in setting aside large areas as 
reserves for future intermediate villages and towns, appeared to be 
determined to be prepared for this possibility. 35 
Robert Cribb lived on that part of the land he bought in the Parish of 
Enoggera which was situated on the present Coronation Drive at 
Milton. This was sought after land having been originally applied for 
by James Gibbon.36 Cribb bought the land in August 1851. In 
October of that year Bumett informed the Surveyor-General that 
several parties having expressed a desire to purchase land in 
the western suburbs of Brisbane along the River, I have laid 
out thirteen allotments in that situation in extension of those 
already held. 37 
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Cribb's business interests became. almost as diverse as his land 
holdings. He operated a bakery in Brisbane during the early 1850's;38 
in January 1851 he won the contract to supply the government 
establishment in Moreton Bay39, and later became a wine and spirit 
merchant.4o Cribb made other contributions to the growing community 
of Brisbane during the 1850's. As the local economy stabUised and 
the population gradually grew, buildings in the town centre improved. 
Cribb's initiative is credited with introducing brick shops with plate 
glass windows to replace the shoddy, temporary wooden stmctures of 
the early town.4i Cribb also lent both moral support and financial 
commitment to J.D. Lang's cotton growing schemes. Lang formed a 
new company, the Moreton Bay Land and Immigration Company, in 
1854. It was intended that a capital of £250,000 would be raised 
through the sale of £25 shares. Lang plarmed that the company would 
buy land along the coastal rivers in the Moreton Bay region and bring 
out is own immigrants to work on the cotton farms. Cribb expressed 
his belief that the company would succeed in Brisbane, particularly if 
Lang could be present in the town when the shares were sold.42 
Despite the fact that shares in the company were sold in Ipswich as 
well as Brisbane,43 and a certain amount of proven success in cotton 
growing, the company did not succeed.44 Cribb, however, retained his 
faith in the economic benefits of a local cotton industry. In a letter to 
the North Australian addressed to "the Farmers of the Moreton Bay 
District", Cribb wrote: 
"If we had at the present time a considerable quantity under 
cultivation, it would tend considerably to relieve us under the 
current monetary pressure".45 
It was Cribb's conviction that Moreton Bay would not succeed as an 
agricultural community until it had a viable export crop. 
Move to Separation 
The opposing political stances of Cribb and Murray Prior firmed in 
the early 1850's. During this decade both urban and mral lobbies 
were mtent upon achieving separation from New South Wales. 
Political division centred on the issue of how a sufficient labour force 
for the new colony was to be achieved. The squatters favoured the 
renewal of transportation, which was vehemently opposed by the 
Brisbane faction. Cribb stood firmly with the Brisbane lobby while 
Prior opposed hun on the pastoralist side. Both groups used public 
meetings to promote their views. At a meeting in 1851 Cribb moved 
that the Queen be petitioned for Separation.46 The squatters also used 
an existing organ of local agitation, the Moreton Bay District 
Association, which had been formed in 1846 to support the opposition 
of graziers throughout New South Wales to the govenmient's 
proposed squatting regulations. Some members of this association 
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formed the Moreton Bay and Northem Districts Separation Committee 
which became known as the Northem Districts Separation Association. 
Prior joined the conunittee in 1851 along with the pastoralists Bigge, 
Leslie, Balfour and Hodgson.47 At a meeting called to discuss the 
issue in 1852, Prior, in moving a resolution on the separation question 
expressed his opinion that the uncertainty that existed on the subject 
of separation had 
unhinged their projects and left them all in a condition 
unfavourable for exertion... If all their hopes of procuring a 
regular supply of the only labour available were removed, 
they might even then manage to import a modicum sufficient 
to enable them to boil down their stock preparatory to 
deserting their stations.48 
Prior's seconder, T.D.L. Moffatt, in seeking the townsmen's capitul-
ation on the question, implied that uncertainty had caused problems in 
Brisbane itself where "they saw houses untenanted, streets deserted, 
and wharves without shipping".49 
Enmity continued into the 1854 election campaign. The squatter, 
Arthur Hodgson, stood against J.D. Lang in an attempt to represent 
the region in the New South Wales Parliament. Robert Cribb's 
brother, Benjamin, informed Lang that the election had been tied and 
that Lang had been defeated on the casting vote of the retuming 
officer, Thomas Lodge Murray Prior.5o The Cribb brothers success-
fully moved to secure a fresh election which Lang won.5i 
Cribb and Prior's involvement in local causes celebre did not eam 
either of them universal approbation. In one of Cribb's supporters, 
Nehemiah Bartley, admiration amounted almost to adulation, 
in the battle of the free people versus coolies and convicts, he 
was . . . the John Pascoe Fawkner of Brisbane, and the same 
sterling democrat and the same small thin, fearless, manly 
facer of stormy political meeting and opposition that the old 
Melboume pioneer was.52 
The Guardian's "Charley Chalk" (believed to be the young Samuel 
Griffith) saw a different side to "Robert the Restiess' as Cribb was 
often dubbed. He described him as "the high priest of impudence and 
the prince of jaw" who "may detect a flaw in a clause but... will never 
constmct a measure . . . he has no conception of great principles".53 
Prior was described by Spencer Browne as being "of the purest 
merinos, a handsome and cultivated man".54 Rachel Henning, on the 
other hand, saw him as "such a goose... he talked incessantly and all 
his conversation consisted of pointless stories of which he himself was 
the hero".55 
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Both Cribb and Prior continued to be active m business, politics and 
public life after Queensland became a separate colony in 1859.56 
They died in Brisbane within months of each other - Prior on 31 
December 1892 atNundah and Cribb on 16 April 1893 at his home at 
Milton. Prior was a squatter and was continually allied with the mral 
cause; in the difficult decades of the 1840's and 1850's they both 
selected a great deal of land in places which reflected not oidy their 
basic interests and ambitions but also the pace and nature of the 
development of the Brisbane region. Whether or not their motives in 
acquiring some or all of their land holdings were speculative in the 
financial sense, it is certainly evident that they were wUUng to 
speculate on the future grovs^h of a region of new settlement at a stage 
in its development when the future was by no means assured. 
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